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* XII. This aét fo commence on the firft day of OGtober next, apd continue in
force for -three years from' that day, 'and to the end of the next feffion of af-
fembly which fhall happen after the end of the faid three years. =

Continued for three years, &c. by the adt of Februry, 1777, ¢h. 17, and for feven years; &c. by the
2& of March, 1786, ch 21, SR T | e

Y JERE end the laws under the proprietary government. The arbitrary alls

" of the king and parliament of Great-Britain baving manifefled a fertied defign
 of enflaving ber colonies in Novth-America, a determined fpirit of eppofition,
in a little time, pervaded every part of the continent which now belongs- o the United
States.  From this period, notwithflanding the mere forms of the ancient governments
were permitted a little langer to fubfifl, there was no real authority except that deri-
ved immediately from the people. . In Maryland, and indeed in moft of the other colo-

—-nies, the people, without warttig fo hear what was. dome in otber places, affembled

and entered mto the moft [pirited refolves.  In:thefe they untverfally expreffed a deter-
mination of coinciding w;fgkﬁéir' brethren.in any meafures, tba?f might }e{gmed pro~
per for procuring a redrefs of grievances, In gemeral, they declared. their opsnion,
that all commercial intercourfe with their wnnatural parent country fhould be fufpend-
vd 5 and they appointed delogates to mpet, on the 24th day of Yusne, 1774, in a pro-
vincial convention, which was invefled with full pawers -to adept amy meafures thar
might be fuggefled by the united wifdom of the whole. . . . T
- After thefe firft meetings, and until the formation of a_fixed-and permanent govern~
ment, in the year 1776, the fupreme legiflative, executive and judicial powers, refided
in provincial conventions, or in councils of fafety, .chofen by conmventions. - In each
‘county, hkewife, a lgiflastve and judicia 4#@%60$ s af firfi exercifed by commit-
tees, eleited from time to time, .aizdf?er ded. ut the suill of the peaple.
diate off spring of weceffity, might have been rea-

......

- Such an adminifiration, the wmme

e
Sonably expeéted to be Jubverfive of that Izﬁeﬂ;y awbich it soas intended to focure. But

in the courfe of more than two years, during which it was cheerfully fubmitsed to by
all, except the advocates for Britifb ufurpation, although many occapons ovccurred.in
which an intemperate zeal tranfparted men beyond the juft bounds of moderation, not a
Jingle perfon fell a viclim to the oppreffion. of this irregular government. . The truth
is, that during the whole memorable suterval, between the fall of the old, and the in-
Sfitution of the new form of government, there gppeared ta exift among £ us_fuck a fund
of public virtue as bas fearcely a parallel in the annals of  the world. . Without this,
the oppefition of @ country unjfkilled in swor; deflsute of grmms, inferior far in numbers,

i

- and wanting almoff every thing for which it bad é‘ffg e rehed. folely on its, now ‘nvete-

" wunder which we now fve.

rate enemics, the oppofition of fich a peqple #o the efforts of the moff powerful nation
on the globe, would bave been fechle indeed.  There apere,, mareover, among f us, mek

not fired By the genenal enthufiafi, men_ too of charaSler, talents and influence, wha,
doubting: #he reality of that [pirit and patriotic ardour which feemed to animate all

other claffes of men, and reafoning as they thought from fure principles, concluded,
that the fubjugation of America would be efetted almoft as foon as it fhould be attempr-
ed.  Thefe mep took their ;m,zﬁtm gecordimgly. .. S i
Theré are occurrencesin hich it oouid be impious 1o fuppafothat Dyvie Providence,
does npt interfere. - Among [itheft is the revalution of dmerica, which bas taken place
contrary t9 ofl reafingble valculation.  But “it dees n::ﬁ[[wztbzn the defegn of this
wwork 10 taks any nofie of his fingulir pent, except where it has an immediaty reia-
tion to the aits of legiflation herein candained. Tﬁltsfarmwﬁd by aoay of intro-

duction to the proceedings and refolves of ?5;3{ convention which framed the conflitution

O the 3d of July, 1776, the proviucigl convention: Hhen fitting :at, dmnapolis,
come’to the following refolutions : - 7 PR P
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RESOLVED, Thatanéw Convention bz eleQted for the exprefs purpofe of forming a new go-
vernment, by the autherity of the people only, and enafting and ordering all things for the prefervation,
{afety and general weal of this colony. ’ P W ::;’»gsaf W e
Rzsorvep, That there be four reprefentatives chofen for.cach; of theidiftri@s of Frederick county, as
deferibed in the proceedings of the feffion of July laft, two ; ntasives for the city, of Annapolis, ad
two repreientatives from the town of Baltimere in Baltimore county, and four réprefentatives for each coun-
tv in this province, except Frederick county ‘aforefiid; but that the inhabitants of Annapolis and Balti-
mare-town be not allowed to vote for reprefentatives for. their refpeftive’ counties; nor fhatt the refolution
be underftood to engage or fecure fuch reprefentation to Annapolis or Baltimore<town, but temporarily,




